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“a great honor and a great labor” A. Lincoln, October 26, 1863

SOTHEBY’S PROVIDES IMAGES OF ROBERT SMALL COLLECTION

nearly April, Sotheby’swill sell the Dr. Robert Small

Collection, whichincludestwenty-two documentswritten
or signed by Abraham Lincoln. In February, the Papers of
Abraham Lincoln contacted Sotheby’sto obtainimages of
the documents. Senior Vice President Selby Kiffer of
Sotheby’swasmost helpful in providing theimagesat the
project’s technical specifications, and we gratefully
acknowledge hisassistance.

Among the documents are seven previously
unpublished Lincolnlettersfrom hispresidency, including
letters to Henry W. Halleck, David Hunter, and Gideon
Weles. Amongthemost interesting and val uablearetheApril
1864 |etter to Mrs. Horace Mann, thanking her for sending
himapetition signed by childrenaskingthat hefreedl dave
children. Althoughthetext of thisfamouscommunicationhas
been known from lithographic copies, Basler and his
colleaguesdid not know thelocation of the original letter
when they compiled The Collected Works of Abraham
Lincoln. Another unique document is a collection of
autographs, including that of Lincoln, gathered at Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania, on November 19, 1863. It may bethe only

Abraham Lincoln to Gideon Welles
ExecutiveManson,
\Washington, Aug. 9,, 1862
Hon. Sec. of the Navy,
S,
Itissaid to beamistake of aclerk that

midshi pmen, when appoi nted must be between the ages of
fourteen and seventeen, whereas Congressactually voted
“between fourteen and eighteen.” Let William F. Hall be
appointed, with theunderstanding that | may requirehim
toresignif Congress, at the next session doesnot correct
thismistake.

Yourstruly

A.Lincoln

document signed by Lincoln on the day he delivered his
famousaddress.

The new letter to Gideon Welles (pictured and
transcribed below) demonstratesthe lawyer-president at
work, using adiscrepancy intherequired ageof midshipmen
to assst ayoung man.

This most recent auction of Lincoln’s letters
demonstrates once again the importance to the Papers of
Abraham Lincoln of the cooperation of manuscript dedlers.
Without the cooperation of Mr. Kiffer and Sotheby’s, the
project would be unlikely to determine the ownersof each
of thedocuments, contact them, and convincethemto alow
the project to scan their documents. By obtaining the
documentsdirectly from Sotheby’s, the Papers of Abraham
Lincoln hasensured that the entire Small Collectionwill be
included inthe new edition of Lincoln’spapers.
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TRAVEL

n February, Tom Leahy of Chicago and John Bokum of

Oak Park, Illinais, brought their Lincoln documentstothe
project officesin Springfield where Research Associate
Kédley Clausng scanned them. Thanksto both gentlemen.

Also in February, Director Daniel Stowell and
Assistant Editor Ed Bradley visited ten repositories and
private collectorsin Pennsylvaniaand New Jersey. For their
ass stance, the project would liketo thank Jack Gumbrecht
a theHigtoricd Sodiety of Pennsylvaniain Philadelphig; Linda
Wisniewski of theLibrary Company of Philaddphia; Margery
N. Sy of the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphig;
Nathan Raab, Jonas Raab, and Steven Raab at the Raab
Collection in Philadelphia; John Pollack and Marissa
Hendricksat the University of Pennsylvaniain Philadelphia;
LouisKesder a Congregation Mikveh Isradl in Philadelphig;
Richard Rizzoin Edison, New Jersey; JuliaTelonidisand
Maureen O’ Rourkeat the New Jersey Historical Society in
Newark; Michael D. Fredain Belleville, New Jersey; and
Jude Pfister at the Morristown National Historical Park in
Morristown, New Jersey.

In March, Daniel Stowell scanned a Lincoln
document owned by Michael Zecher at Zecher’'shomein
Harlan, lowa. The project thanks Mr. Zecher for his
assistance. Alsoin March, Assistant Editor Chris Schnell
scanned two Lincoln documentsowned by Jeff Deremiah of
Decatur, Illinois. Thanksto him aswell.

LINCOLN'S RELUCTANT

RECOMMENDATION

heeditorsof the Pepersof Abraham Lincoln periodicaly

check onlineauctionsfor new documentsthat fal within
the project’ s scope. Occasionally, wefind surprising new
documentsinunlikely places. In February, anew document
gppeared oneBay fromaprivatesdler in Providence, Rhode
Idand. Accordingtothelisting, thesdler foundtheletterina
bundle of othersin an atticin Newport. Wewere unableto
contact the sdller, but thewinning bidder, Gary McAvoy of
Sesttle, Washington, gracioudly provided the project witha
high-resolution color image of the document he had
purchased.

Thedocument isinteresting for severd reasons. Fird,
itisardatively early Lincolnletter, writtenin December 1849,
after Lincoln hadfinished hisonelacklugter termin Congress.
Second, itisalong-lost enclosureto aknown Lincoln | etter.
Third, it demongtratesboth Lincoln’ smagnanimity inagreeing
to provide a recommendation for someone whom he
believed had openly criticized himand Lincoln’scautionin
therather muted | etter of support.

OnApril 25, 1849, George W. Riveswroteto ex-
CongressmanAbraham Lincoln, asking for hisassstancein
obtai ning an appointment asan Indian agent in Minnesota.
Riveswasa34-year-old farmer living in Paris, the county
seat of Edgar County in east-central 1llinois bordering
Indiana.* Lincoln responded on May 7 that Rivesoverrated
Lincoln’s* capacity to serveyou. Not oneman recommended
by mehasyet been gppointedto any thing, littleor big, except
afew who had no opposition.” Since President Zachary
Taylor’sinaugurationin March, Lincoln had beentrying to
get an gppointment for Anson G Henry in Minnesota, without
success. Hedeclined torisk Henry'schances by supporting
another candidatefor apositionin Minnesota.?

During May and June of 1849, Lincoln actively
campaigned to become the Commissioner of the General
Land Office and asked many friendsfor their support. His
primary opponent was Chicago attorney Justin Butterfield.
The contest between Lincoln and Butterfield revealed and
exacerbated divisonsamong IlinoisWhigs, and Rivesmay
have supported Butterfield. President Taylor appointed
Butterfield to the post, and Lincoln was disappointed
personally and worried that the appointment would
underminetheWhigsinlllinais.

OnNovember 7, Riveswroteto Lincoln asking for
aletter of recommendation. Lincoln hesitated beforereplying,
then sent thefollowing | etter on December 15.3

Springfield, Dec’ 15, 1849
G W.Rives, Egq
Dear Sir:
On my return from Kentucky, | found your letter of the
7 of November, and have delayed answering it till now, for the
reason | now briefly state. From the beginning of our
acquaintance | had felt the greatest kindness for you, and had
supposed it was reciprocated on your part. Last summer, under
circumstances which | mentioned to you, | was painfully
constrained to withhold a recommendation which you desired;
and shortly afterwards | learned, in such way asto believeit, that
you were indulging open abuse of me. Of course my feelings
were wounded. On receiving your last |etter, the question
occurred whether you were attempting to use me, at the same
time you would injure “me," or whether you might not have been
misrepresented to me. If the former, | ought not to answer you; if
the latter | ought, and so | have remained in suspense. | now
enclose you aletter which you may useif you think fit.
Yoursé&c.

A.Lincoln

Roy P. Bader and hiscolleaguesincluded thisletter
in The Collected Wor ks of Abraham Lincoln, publishedin
1953, and noted that the letter of recommendation that
Lincoln mentionsinthelast sentencewas* presumably not



extant.”* Thislong-lost |etter isthe onethat appeared on
eBay inFebruary.

The text of Lincoln’'s letter of recommendation
(pictured below), written to Secretary of thelnterior Thomas
Ewing, isasfollows?®

Springfield, Ills. Dect 15, 1849.
Hon: T. Ewing.
Secretary &cC.
Dear Sir

| understand Mt G. W. Rives of Edgar county, Ills.isan
applicant for an Indian Agency; and | wish to say that, while|
think his appointment will be generally acceptable to the whigs, it
will certainly be gratifying to me.

Your Ob* Serv!
A.Lincoln

Editorsfrom the Papersof Abraham Lincoln scanned
Lincoln’s letter to Rives at the Rosenbach Museum and
Library in Philadel phiainMay 2007. Mr. McAvoy sent the
project ascan of Lincoln’sletter to Ewingin March of this
year. Now, after morethan acentury and ahaf of separation,
the two letters that Lincoln sent to Rives, one now in
Philadel phiaand the other in Sesttle, arereunited virtudly in
the Papersof Abraham Lincoln.

you any Good[?] Command us& wewill obey. Weawait
your Command.”® Rivesa soworked for Lincoln’selection
to the Presidency in 1860. OnAugust 28, 1862, Lincoln
appointed Rives asthe Assessor of Taxesfor the Seventh
CollectionDigtrict of lllinois”

By Daniel W. Stowell, Director/Editor

1U.S. Census Office, Seventh Census of the United States (1850), Edgar
County, IL, 203.

2GeorgeW. Rivesto Abraham Lincoln, 25April 1849, Robert Todd Lincoln
Collection of Abraham Lincoln Papers, Library of Congress, Washington,
DC; Abraham Lincoln to George W. Rives, 7 May 1849, Roy P. Basler et
al., eds., The Collected Works of AbrahamLincoln, 8 vols. (New Brunswick,
NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1953), 2:46.

8 Abraham Lincoln to George W. Rives, 15 December 1849, Rosenbach
Museum and Library, Philadelphia, PA.

“Badler et al., Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, 2:69.

5 Abraham Lincolnto Thomas Ewing, 15 December 1849, Private Collection.
6George W. Rivesto Ozias M. Hatch, 5 November 1858, Ozias M. Hatch
Papers, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, Springfield,
IL; George W. Rives to Abraham Lincoln, 15 November 1858, Robert
Todd Lincoln Collection.

" Appointment of George W. Rives as Assessor of Taxes for the Seventh
Collection District of the State of I1linois, 28 August 1862, Record Group
56, Entry 234, Commissions Issued to Major Treasury Officers, 1797-
1901, National Archives College Park, College Park, MD.
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supporter of Lincoln’s bid for the United orn o & g "
States Senatein 1858. After theelection of a Veire g LE — |
mgjority of Democratic representativestothe Lear 2l : . g =
state legislature in November, Rives P y T ?f’ gaey
immediately wrote to |1linois Secretary of z{ "”;m o 2 ’:{: e A Jf"_ﬂ" 5 e
State OziasM. Hatch, “now | amfor Lincoln =/ 0 = =0 & T ;f_ “ *: e
forthenominationfor presidentin1860"A = . ./ < T S A
few dayslater, Riveswroteto offer Lincolna / &5 /7 ,f%.;-/w
“word of consolation & comfort.” Riveswas
proud that Republicans did their “whole duty” in Edgar
County by electing Republicanstothestatelegidature. Rives STAFF NEWS

concluded hisletter by assuring Lincolnthat “we stand ready
toaidyouin 1860. Wearefor Youfirst, &, last. ... Noman
never had Such friendsin Edgar asyou have! Canwedo

DONORS

he proj ect acknowledgeswith deep appreciation the

generosity of thefollowing contributors:
Florence Baur
DaleHershey
John Lupton
David B. Millerinmemory of O. J. Keller Jr.
Jude Pfister
Plews Shadley Racher & BraunLLP
Scribes, American Society of Legal Writers
Raymond H. Williams

Research Associate JohnA. Macaulay resgned from
hispostionwiththe project at theend of February. Macaulay
worked for the Papersof Abraham Lincoln at theLibrary of
CongressinWashington, DC, and at the Nationa Archives
in College Park, Maryland. His primary responsibility was
editing scanned images of Lincoln documents prepared by
Library of Congressstaff. Macaulay hasaccepted afaculty
position at Erskine Collegein Due West, South Carolina,
beginninginthefall. The project saff wisheshimthebestin
hisfutureendeavors.

Associate Director John Lupton assisted the PBS
televison series The History Detectivesregarding apurported
Lincoln signature. While hewill not appear on camerafor
thisupcoming episode, L upton helped to provide samples
of Lincoln’ssignatureto aforensic document examiner.
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How You Can Help:

» By advising project staff of known or reported Lincoln
documents in your locality. We are seeking copies of any
document, |etter, or contemporary printed account that relates
to Abraham Lincoln’s entire life, 1809-1865.

* By making a tax-deductible donation to the Papers of
Abraham Lincoln in support of the project. Such giftsprovide
crucial support in furtherance of the project’s objectives.
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This project has been supported by grants from the National
Endowment for the Humanities, an independent federal agency, and the
National Historical Publications and Records Commission.
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