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“a great honor and a great labor”

A. Lincoln, October 26, 1863

NATIONAL ARCHIVES TO DIGITIZE LINCOLN DOCUMENTS IN VAULT

he Papers of Abraham Lincoln and the National

Archivesand RecordsAdministration havereached an
agreement to digitize gpproximatdy 13,000 pagesof Lincoln
materid sfromtheNationa Archivesvaults. Theagreement
coversdocumentsinthevaultsat bothArchivesll inCollege
Park, Maryland, and at the National ArchivesBuildingin
Washington, D.C.

Included among thetreasuresinthevaultsare both
international and Indian treatiessigned by Abraham Lincoln,
presidential telegrams, executive orders, select diplomatic
correspondence, nominations sent to the Senate, and a
variety of letters written by and to Lincoln during his
presidency. Thenominationsinclude saevera membersof his
cabinet, that of Sdmon P, Chaseas Chief Justiceof theUnited
States Supreme Court, and onefromMarch 1861 nominating
Robert E. Leefor promotioninthe United StatesArmy.

There are Black Hawk War muster rolls from
Captain Lincoln’'scompany and fromthecompaniesof which

hewaslater asoldier, Lincoln’scompiled military service
record, aswell aslater land warrantsbased on hisservicein
that war. From hissingle-term Congressional career, there
areLincoln’s" Spot” resolutionsregardingtheMexican War,
hispatent for adeviceto buoy boatsover shoals, and severa
letters of recommendation for constituents.

Staff membersinthe Preservation Programsdivison
of theNationa Archiveswill digitizethe materialstothe
project’stechnical specificationsand deliver the master
imagesto Papersof Abraham Lincoln staff in College Park
andWashington. The Papersof Abraham Lincolnwill support
the salary of adigital imaging technician for oneyear to
conduct thework. Thedigitization will beginthisfall and
continueinto 2009.

The Papers of Abraham Lincoln appreciates the
assistance of DorisA. Hamburg, Director of Preservation
Programs at the National Archives, and other members of
the Nationa Archivesstaff in preparing thisagreement.

JUDGE TREAT MEMORIAL DEDICATED

June 20, Director Danid Stowell delivered an address

at thededication of thenewly erected obelisk inmemory

of Samuel H. Treat. During the past three years, the Papers

of Abraham Lincoln has assisted the Hon. Richard Mills,

judge of the U.S. District Court, and the Illinois Bar

Foundationinsoliciting thefundsnecessary to erect thegrave
marker.

After raising public awareness of Judge Treat’s
contributionsto the nineteenth-century bench and raising
funds, thiscoalition placed afifteen-foot obdisk over hisgrave
inOak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield, lllinois. Asajustice
of thelllinois Supreme Court for fourteenyears, andasa
federal judgefor thirty-two yearsbeginningin 1855, Treat
heard more than one thousand cases in which Abraham
Lincolnwasan attorney.

Daniel Stowell at the Dedication Ceremony




PROJECT AND STAFF NEWS

nJune, assstant editorsA JAisaritheand David Gerleman

(pictured below with their certificates) attended “ Camp
Edit,” sponsored by theNational Historica Publicationsand
Records Commission. All editorial staff members are
encouraged to compl ete the week-long seminar, held at the
University of Wisconsin in Madison, which provides
instruction ontopicsrelated to scholarly editing.

In July...

Director Daniel Stowell scanned documentsat the
State Historical Society of lowain DesMoines. The project
thanks Becki Plunkett for her assistance in making the
materials available and Dean and Maralee Foster for
providing housing.

Danie Stowell scanned an endorsement written by
AbrahamLincolnat AIGAmerican Generd Life Companies
in Springfield. Thank you to Hal Barton for making the
document availablefor scanning and to John Constantinides
for bringing the document to our attention.

Stowell also visited the home of Robert N. Arrol
and scanned aLincolnletter that heowns. Thank youto Dr.
Arrol for allowing usto add thisdocument to the project.

TheTennessee Sate Library and Archivesprovided
imagesof three Lincoln documentsinitscollections. The
staff thanks Gwynn Thayer and Dr. Wayne C. Moorefor
thelir assistance in making these images available to our
project.

TheVermont State Archives providedimagesof the
Lincoln documentshoused there. Theproject thanksChristie
Carter and TanyaMarshall for their assistancein making
theseimagesavailable.

Thank you to Robert and Georgia Myers, who
visted theAbraham Lincoln Presidentid Library inAugust
and allowed project staff to scan adocument and a note
written by Abraham Lincoln that have beenintheir family
sincethe Civil War.

Thanksasoto Tim Lamar of PrarieVillage, Kansas,
who brought hisLincoln document to the project officesfor
scanning.

TheFranklin D. Roosevelt Library in Hyde Park,
New York provided us images of their documents. The
project would liketo thank Robert Clark, the supervisory
achivig.

JohnR. Reusing of Cincinnati, Ohio, sent theproject
scans of his recently-acquired Lincoln document.
Interestingly, in hiscapacity asDevelopment Director of the
PublicLibrary of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, hehel ped
usobtain scansof that institution’s documents and those of
another Cincinnati collector.

I n September...

Danid Stowell, Associate Director John Lupton, and
Assistant Editor Stacy McDermott traveled to Mt. Vernon,
Illinois, to participatein apane discussonentitled“Lincoln
thePrairieLawyer.” Former Illinoisgovernor Jim Edgar
moderated theevent, whichthelllinois State Bar Association
organized. The session was part of the celebration of the
historic courthousein Mt. Vernon, where Lincol n attended
anlllinois Supreme Court session 1859. The program will
befeatured onthelllinoisChanndl.

John Lupton spoketo nearly forty peoplevisiting
Lincoln gtesin Springfield through the Elderhostel program
at Lincoln Land Community College. He talked about
Lincoln’scircuit riding practice.

John Luptonwasthe keynote speaker at thelllinois
Appellate Court Conference, where he addressed about fifty
[linoisappel late court justicesand staff.

Daniel Stowell scanned threedocumentsat Prairie
Archivesin Springfidd, lllinois Theproject thanks John Paull,
theowner of PrairieArchives, for hisassstanceinalowing
usto scan these documents.

DONORS
he project acknowledges with deep appreciation the
generosity of the following contributors:
Judge Harry E. Clem
Illinois State Bar Association
Simon J. Kushmar
Lincoln Land Community College Elderhostel
John Lupton
John and Maureen McCord
Stacy McDermott
Mark Skesavage
Brandt Steele
Daniel W. Stowell
James Stultz
Don Tracy




STERN COLLECTION DIGITIZED AT LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

nlike most of the Lincoln documentsat the Library of

Congress, whicharehousedintheManuscriptsDivison,
theAlfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolnianaisunder
the stewardship of the Rare Booksand Specia Collections
Division. Thiscollection, which containsan extensvearray
of rarebooksrelated to Abraham Lincoln, alsoincludes 240
manuscripts. Most of the manuscriptsarelega documents
from Lincoln’s legal career, but there are also nineteen
documentsthat will beapart of Seriesll andll.

Among thehighlightsof thecollectionisLincoln’s
famous January 1863 letter to General Joseph Hooker.
Hooker had suggested that the country needed adictator,
and, as he placed him in command of the Army of the
Potomac, Lincoln exhorted Hooker, “Only those generals
who gain successes, can set up dictators. What | now ask of
you ismilitary success, and | will risk the dictatorship.”
Another treasurefrom the collection isthe scrapbook of the
Lincoln-Douglas Debates assembled by Lincoln from
newspaper clippingsand annotated by him for publication.

Aspart of abroader digitizationinitiative, the Rare
Booksand Specia CollectionsDivision digitized the Stern
Collection and agreed to scan documentsto the technical
specifications of the Papers of Abraham Lincoln. The
digitization wascompleted latein the spring, and the project
recalved theimagesthissummer. Weespecidly wishtothank
Elizabeth Gettins of the Rare Booksand Specia Collections
Divisonfor her assstanceinthisproject.

Thelegd documentsfromthe Stern Collectionwere
reunited with the other documentsfrom specific casesin The
Law Practice of Abraham Lincoln: Complete
Documentary Edition (2000). Images of those documents
were prepared from copies made from microfilm. The new
color imagesare dramatically superior, astheillustrations
below demonstrate. Theimage ontheleft isfrom The Law
Practice of AbrahamLincoln, andtheimage ontherightis
from therecent digitization effort at the Library of Congress.
Theimagesarethefirst page of an order written by Abraham
Lincolnin November 1855 for the case of Harrisonv. Law
& Sallings. Lincoln represented Law & Stallingsin the
Sangamon County Circuit Court onachange of venuefrom
neighboring Macon County.

Thecontrast betweenthetwoimagesbe ow illustrates
someof the chalengesof capturing imagesfrom microfilm.
Some of thedotsat thetop of the pagein theimageonthe
left are there on the original document, but many are
imperfectionsfrom the microfilm. Theendsof thelines of
text onthelower half of the pageand virtualy theentirelast
threelinesareillegibleintheimageontheleft but areclearly
legibleintheimageontheright. Althoughthe contrast between
the two images in this example are not typical, it does
demonstrate theimportance of capturing the best possible
image of each document for transcription purposes.
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ON BECOMING ABRAHAM LINCOLN

ast November, Mim Harrison, the editor of Levenger

Press, contacted the Papersof Abraham Lincoln about
abook project. The company wasrepublishing aportion of
thefirst volumeaof John T. Morse Jr.’ stwo-volumebiography
of Abraham Lincoln publishedin 1893. Harrison wanted to
end thevolumewith areproduction of Lincoln’ shandwritten
additionsand correctionsto hisFrst Inaugurd Address, which
islocated at the Library of Congress.

Several months earlier, the Papers of Abraham
Lincoln had begun acooperative project with theLibrary of
Congressto digitize al of the Lincoln documentsin that
ingtitution. Working chronol ogicdly through thevolumesof
documentsinthe Robert Todd Lincoln Collection of Abraham
Lincoln Papers, thestaff would not digitizetheFirst Inaugura
Addressuntil latein 2009, too latefor the publication of the
Levenger Pressvolume.

Through thekind assistance of Dr. John Sellersand
Tim Stutz at the Library of Congress, the Papersof Abraham

Lincoln wasableto obtain high-resol ution color images of
all of theLincoln materidsintheLibrary’sTreasuresvaullt,
including thedraft of Lincoln’s
First Inaugural Address. That
digitization was in time to be
includedinthevolume.

The Levenger Press
book, On Becoming Abraham
Lincoln, features the newly
digitized images of Lincoln’s
emendationsinfull inthebook’s
Appendix. The Papers of
Abraham Lincoln received a |,
full-pageacknowledgmentinthe l« =z
book, and an interview that focuses on the work of the
project isfeatured on the Levenger website. To read the
interview or order the book, visit www.levenger.com, and
searchfor “Lincoln.”

ABRAHAM

JOHN Y. SIMON, PROJECT BOARD MEMBER, DIES

r. John'Y. Simon, one of the nation’sforemost Civil

War scholars, died on July 8, 2008, in Carbondale,
lllinais, a theageof 75. Dr. Simon had served asamember
of theeditoria boardfor the Lincoln Legd Papers.

Dr. Simon was agraduate of Swarthmore College
andreceived hisPh.D from Harvard University. Hecameto
SouthernlllinoisUniversity a Carbondalein 1964. Aseditor
of the Papers of Ulysses S. Grant, he published thirty
volumes. Simon wasthe recognized founding father of the
Association for Documentary Editing, and many in the
profession looked to him for guidance and advice in the
editing of their own subjects. “ Dr. SSimonisthereason’'m

employedinthefield of documentary editing,” said JohnA.
Lupton, Associate Director and Associate Editor of the
Papers of Abraham Lincoln and aformer Simon student.
“Asagraduate student at SIUC, | told him | wanted to bea
Lincoln scholar, and he told me to leave SIU and go to
Sangamon State (now Universty of [llinoisat Springfield) to
get ajobwiththeLincoln Legal Papers,” Lupton added.

Simonadsowasanationdly recognized authority on
Abraham Lincoln, authoring many booksand articlesonthe
sixteenth president, the Civil War, and lllinoishistory. He
a sowon numerousawards, most notably the Lincoln Prize,
for hislifetimeof serviceto publishing Grant’swords.

PROBLEMAS IN NUEVO MEXICO

t thetime of the Civil War, the cultura identity of New
Mexico Territory wascomplicated, asEnglish-spesking
whites, Higpanos—Spani sh-spesking natives of theterritoria
American Southwest—and many Indian tribesstruggled to
coexist. New Mexico had gained territorial statusin 1850,
following the Mexican War and the Treaty of Guadal upe
Hidalgo, through which Mexico ceded itsnorthern holdings.
Politicsin theterritory wascomplex and volatile. Richland
owners and poor settlers, Mexicans and Americans, and
whitesand I ndians clashed with each other over land and
ideology.
Thecoming of the Civil War further complicatedthe
political context asindividua slined up as Republicansand
Democrats, Unionists and Secessionists. White settlers

complained about Apache and Navg o hostilities, and the
discovery of gold on Indian landsonly fueled white-Indian
animosities. By 1861, the U.S. government wastrying to
concentrate New Mexico Indiansonto reservations. This
Indian policy, combined with military activity inNew Mexico
to combat Confederate soldiers, caused troubles for the
LincolnAdminigtration, even though theterritory wassome
el ghteen hundred milesfrom Washington, DC.?

Lincoln had inherited acorrupt Indian system with
an established reputation asan outl et for political patronage,
and he continued the custom of appointing agentswith no
particular experiencein Indian relations. Lincol n appointed
William P. Dole, an Illinois Republican whoworked hard to
elect Lincolnin 1860, asCommissioner of IndianAffairs.



Dolehad no experiencewith Indianissues. Despitethefact
that Lincoln had opposed the acquisition of theterritory in
thefirgt place, hewasted notimemaking palitically-motivated
appointmentsat the I ndian agenciesin New Mexico. Along
withthe pro-Lincoln territoria government, John S. Watts,
aRepublican congressional del egate from New Mexico,
actively promoted specific individua sfor appointmentsin
theterritory, frequently writing to Lincolnwith suggestions
for selectionstothelndian agencies, thejudicid system, and
theterritorial government.®

However, Lincoln’sgppointmentsof DiegoArchuleta
(Utes, Jicarilla Apaches), Lorenzo Labadi (Mescalero
Apaches), Ramon Luna(Navg 0s), JoseAntonio Mansnares
(Utes), Toribio Romero (Pueblos), and Manuel Sabino
Salazar (assignment unknown) asIndian agentsmay have
been lesspolitica and more pragmatic. Althoughtherewere
hostilities between Hispanos and Indians, there had been
intermarriage and peaceful interaction between them.
Hispanos had also proven to be successful politiciansinthe
territory. The appointment of Hispano menin New Mexico
may havebeen part of an effort to gopoint experienced agents
andtoeaseracia and cultura tensons. Higtoricaly, Higpanos
had had more contact with Indian groupsin New Mexico
and were better acquainted with the complexities of the
territory’sdemographic makeup.*

DiegoArchuletasstory isparticularly interesting.
Bornin 1814 in Nuevo México, then aMexican province,
Archuleta slifereflected the complicated cultura identity of
many native New Mexicans. Borninto awedthy family and
educated in Mexico City, Archuletawaveredin hispolitical
adlegiances. He served asacongressman for Nuevo México
in the Mexican government from 1843 to 1845 and
supported Mexico duringitsconflict with the United States.
After the Mexican War, however, he returned to New

Notes:

! Charles Montgomery, The Spanish Redemption: Heritage, Power, and
Losson New Mexico'sUpper Rio Grande (Berkeley: University of California,
2000), xi, 42-43; Andrés Reséndez, Changing National Identities at the
Frontier: Texas and New Mexico, 1800-1850 (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2005).

2 F. Stanley, The Civil War in New Mexico (Denver: World Press, 1960),
229; Joint Resolutions of the Council and House of Representatives of the
New Mexico Territorial Legislature, January 1, 1862, Robert Todd Lincoln
Collection, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

8 DavidA. Nichals, Lincoln and the Indians: Civil War Policy and Politics
(Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1978; reprint, Urbana: University
of lllinois Press, 2000), 5, 165-68; Mark E. Neely Jr., The AbrahamLincoln
Encyclopedia (New York: Da Capo, 1982), 83-84; David Herbert Donald,
Lincoln (NY: Simon & Schuster, 1995), 122; John S. Watts to Abraham
Lincoln, April 2, 1861, Robert Todd Lincoln Collection, Library of Congress,
Washington, DC.

4 Alvin R. Sunseri, Seeds of Discord: New Mexico in the Aftermath of the
American Conquest, 1846-1861 (Chicago: Nelson Hall, 1979), 37-38, 125-

Mexico, swearing allegianceto the A merican government.
Hewon electionto theterritory’sassembly and then won
appointment asan Indian agent in 1857.5
Just prior tothe Civil War, Archuletahad expressed
support for the secess onist South, which madehimunpopular
with Wattsand other pro-Union colleagues. InApril 1861,
Watts asked Lincoln to removeArchuletaasagent for the
Utelndiansand gppoint JoseAntonioMansnaresin hisplace.
Lincoln obliged, and the Senate confirmed Mansinaresin
July 1861. After the start of thewar, Archuleta’ s personal
loydtieschanged again, and heenlisted inthe New Mexico
militia, ultimately earning the rank of brigadier general.
Perhapsin recognition of hisservicetotheUnion, Lincoln
again gppointed Archuletaasan Indian agentin March 1865.
Sacy Pratt McDermott, Assistant Editor

- i
PUBLIC SURVEYS

NEW MEXICO

1863 Survey of New Mexico Territory
Image courtesy of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library,
Soringfield, Illinois.

26; Calvin Horn, New Mexico's Troubled Years: The Sory of the Early
Territorial Governors (Albuquerque, NM: Horn & Wallace, 1963), 100-
111; Appointment of Diego Archuleta as Indian Agent for New Mexico,
March 21, 1865, box 2, vol. 3, p. 89; Appointment of Manuel Sabino
Salazar as Agent for the Indians in New Mexico, March 21, 1865, box 2,
vol. 3, p. 90; Appointment of Toribio Romero as Indian Agent for New
Mexico Territory, March 21, 1865, box 2, vol. 3, p. 93, al in RG 48, Entry
39, al in National Archives, Washington, DC; Appointment of Lorenzo
Labadi asIndian Agent for New Mexico Territory, March 29, 1861, box 1,
vol. 2, p. 343; Appointment of Ramon Luna as Indian Agent for New
Mexico Territory, August 2, 1861, box 2, vol. 3, p. 115; Appointment of
JoseAntonio Mansinares asIndian Agent for New Mexico Territory, August
2, 1861, box 2, vol. 3, p. 114, all in RG 48, Entry 41, National Archives,
Washington, DC.

5 Nicholas E. Meyer, The Biographical Dictionary of Hispanic Americans
(NY: Factson File, 1997), 14-15; Montgomery, The Spanish Redemption,
42.



“NOW DEAR’ UNCLEAB E™

M odern Americans accustomed to an “imperial”

presidency doubtlesdy find theinvitingintimacy of the
officeduring thenineteenth century oddly touching. However,
inLincoln’sday it did not seem out of place for average
citizensto reach out totheir chief magistratefor help. When
the Treasury Department began hiring women asgovernment
clerksin 1862, thetorrent of correspondencefloodinginto
the White Houseincluded an increasing number of women
seeking federal jobs.! Fromtheshoresof Beaver Dam Lake,
forty miles northwest of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, aletter
arrived at the White House from two school teacherswho
had heard that respectableladieswere being employed in
Washington.

Perhapsthinking it safer towriteto thepresidentin
tandem, Misses Florence Watson and DeliaSwain believed
that Lincoln held the key to solving their own persona and
financid crises. Fearful that their actionsmight beconsdered
shockingly improper, theladies might have quailed even
further had they known that while the pres dent wasindeed
“kindly and courteous’ and had “ achivalrousdeferencefor
women,” he viewed femaleswho called upon himin the
prosecution of business, publicor private, assmply “alady
onbusiness’ dueno specia consideration.? Nevertheless,
Watson and Swain’s letter offers a snapshot of how the
American public viewed the person and office of the
presidency:

Florence Watson and Delia Swain to Abraham Lincoln
March 27, [c. 1862-65]

Beaver Dam March 27
Respected President:

We are well aware that we are very bold and
presumptiousin thusaddressing you for weknow you have
other and far moreimportant mattersclaiming your atention,
but although thisletter may not resultinany good to uswe
rely so much on your goodness, asto believeyou will not
cast it asdewithout aperusalt and without considering how
great adisappointment it will beto us, if itisnot inyour
power to grant our strange request.

For some time past we have been engaged in
teaching, but by thismeans after hard |abor we have been
hardly ableto makearespectableliving, and asitisnecessary
for usto support oursal vesby somemeans, we haveformed
this project of writing to you to ask you if there was not
some employment which you, by very littleeffort on your
part, could obtain for usand thus do usafavor whichwe
should dwaysremember with gratitude.

Florence Watson and Delia Swain
(the editors are unable to determine which photograph
is which woman).

Hearing that in somedepartmentsof the Gov't, lady-
clerksareemployed, and thinking such asituation would be
far more agreeable and profitable than our present one, we
cameto theconclusion that there could beno harminwriting
you aprivateletter asking you to be so kind asto giveus
somethingtodo, or put usintheway of obtainingemployment

Asto our education, abilitiesand moral character
we can furnish testimonialsif required. Now dear “Uncle
Abe’ we having taken one bold step, dareto take another,
and say, that wewant very much to hear from you—whether
you can do usany good or not—and receive the assurance
that you are not offended by our unusual conduct.

We enclose our Photographs, thinking you might
wish to know how welook.

Sincerely hoping youwill not look unfavorably on
our request. We havethe honor of remaining

YoursRespectfully
Florence Watson
DeliaSwain
Direct to Florence Watson Beaver DamWisconsin, (Dodge
County)3

Like so many other eager applicants, Watson and
Swain hoped the president would personally respondto their
ardent plea and perhaps be swayed by the earnest faces
peering out of their enclosed photographs. Unfortunately,
their dreamsof apresidential answer went unfulfilled. The
letter was channeled from the White House without
endorsement to the Treasury Department thereto receive



thetersebureaucratic scrawl “ Put onlist of applicants” Most
likely, neither of the young women secured the positionsthey
thought “ dear *UncleAbe' ” could so easily grant.

David Gerleman, Assistant Editor

Notes:

! Ross K. Baker, “Entry of Women into Federal Job World—At a Price,”
Smithsonian 8 (July 1977): 83-86; Judith E. Harper, Women During the
Civil War: An Encyclopedia (New York: Routledge, 2004), s.v. “ Government
Girls,” 174-75.

2Michael Burlingame, ed., Inside the White Housein War Times: Memoirs
and Reportsof Lincoln's Secretary (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
2000), 185.

3 Horence Watson and Delia Swain to Abraham Lincoln, March 27, c. 1862-
65, box 609, RG 56, Entry 210, National Archives, Washington, DC.

LINCOLN AND THE

HOOSIER DEMOCRATS

braham LincolnrodetheEighth Judicia Circuit during

much of hislaw practice, itinerant work that took him
across central and east-central
Illinois. These experiences
brought him into contact with
many peoplewho would come
to have lasting influence upon
American society. During one
tour of thecircuitin 1851, while
visiting the Vermilion County
Circuit Courtin Danville, near the
[llinois-Indianaborder, Lincoln
found acourt crowded withlega
and palitica luminariesfromboth
sdesof thestateline.

Lewis “Lew” Wallace
was ayoung attorney who began hislaw career in nearby
Covington, Indiana. In the fall of 1851, he and fellow
Covington attorney Daniel Voorhees attended court in
Danville. Wallace’'smemoir includesarecollection of this
event.

Lew Wallace in 1848

We reached town about dusk and stopped
at thetavern. Thebar-room, when we entered
it after supper, wasdl a-squeeze with resdents,
spiced with partiesto suitspending, witnesses,
andjurors. . .. Toedgeinwe had to bide our
time. Every littlewhiletherewould bebursts of
laughter, and now and thenayell of delight. At
last, withinthe zone of sight, thiswaswhat we
saw: Infront of usaspaciouspioneer fireplace
al aglow. . .. Ontheright of thefireplace sat
three of the best storytellersof Indiana. . . .
Oppositethem, abroad brick hearthintervening,

were two strangers to me whom inquiry
presently identified asfamouslawyersand yarn-
spinnersof Illinois!

Oneof thelllinoisanswasLincoln, and the Indianans
were some of the leaders of the state Democratic party:
Edward Hannegan, former U.S. Senator and ambassador
to Prussia; former Congressman John Pettit; and
Congressman DanMace. Lincolnand Whiglawyer-politician
Usher Linder siwapped toriesand jokeswith the Democrats
from Indianain asort of competition until midnight, when
according to Wallace, Lincolnwon thefloor with hisfont of
mesterful improvisation.?

The casethat brought legal talent from both sidesof
the border was Fithian v. Casseday, alibel suitinwhich
Lincoln’s friend Dr. William Fithian sought $25,000 in
damages. Lincoln and Linder represented Fithian, while
Hannegan and several Danville attorneyslabored for the
defense. George Casseday had published scurrilous
statements about Fithian’scharacter inalocal newspaper.

In aletter to hiswife Sarah, Judge David Davis
reported about thetrial that “ The ladies of town in great
numberswerepresent” inthe courtroomand“they dl seemed
delighted with the speechesthat weremade.” Intheend,
Lincoln’sclient won ajudgment for $547. In thisbattle of
words, however, Davis, a partisan Whig who typically
reserved highest praisefor Lincoln’sspesking ability, reported
to Sarah, “Mr. Hanneganisabeautiful spesker. Hiseocution
isasfineasany mansthat | ever heard.” After hours, Judge
Davis, Lincoln, Linder and Hannegan shared aroom in
Bailey’stavern, and Hannegan entertained thelllinoisanswith
talesfrom histimein Europewith* descriptionsof foreign
courts, ambassadorial dinners
&c. &c.” Accordingto Davis,
Hannegan was “as
companionable pleasant
gentleman as| ever associated
with. . . . His power of
conversationisvery fine.”3

Duringthesameterm of
the Vermilion County Circuit
Court, on October 23, 1851,
Lincolnfiledamotionto allow
Daniel Voorheesto practicein
lllinoiscourts. Just asanew in-
state lawyer needed an
established lawyer to vouch for
hisability and standing in the community, new out-of-state
lawyers aso needed support from aleader of thelllinois
bar. Lincoln and VVoorheeswould go on to work together or
against each other infive cases between 1853 and 1857.

Daniel Voorhees, 1861



Voorhees, then an aspiring Democratic politician, later
becameoneof theLincoln administration’sleading criticsin
Congress, and Republicans|abel ed him aCopperhead. In
addition to serving asaU.S. District Attorney, Voorhees
represented Indianain both houses of Congressfor atotal
of thirty-two years. Hisstaunch defense of agrarian economy
and idealsearned him the sobriquet “ Tall Sycamore of the
Wabash.”*

Lew Wallacewas an aspiring Democratic politician
in 1851, when hesaw Lincolnin Danville, and heactively
supported StephenA. Douglas s1860 presidentia bid. Over
time, however, he was less successful in politics than
Voorhees. Wallacerapidly joined thewar effortin Indianaat
the beginning of the Civil War, and he achieved therank of

Notes:

! Lew Wallace, Lew Wallace: An Autobiography, 2 vols. (New York: Harper
& Brothers, 1906), 1:219-23.

21bid., 222-23.

8 Fithian v. Casseday, MarthaL . Benner and Cullom Davis, et a., eds., The
Law Practice of Abraham Lincoln (Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
2000) (LPAL); David Davisto Sarah Davis, October 20, 1851; David Davis
to Sarah Davis, October 27, 1851, both in folder B-8, David Davis Family
Papers, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Springfield, IL; Usher F.
Linder, Reminiscences of the Early Bench and Bar of Illinois (Chicago:
Chicago Lega New Company, 1879), 138-39.

magor generd intheU.S. Army in 1862 after participatingin
the battles at Fort Henry and Fort Donelson. Two years
|ater, at the battle of Monocacy, his undermanned corps
successfully delayed Confederate general Jubal Early’s
planned raid on Washington, until veteran troops could
reinforcethecapitd’ searthwork forts. WhileWallace' spost-
war lifeisbest remembered for hissuccessinletters, especidly
Ben-Hur: ATaleof the Christ, he also served asgovernor
of the New Mexico Territory and as U.S. ambassador to
the Ottoman Empire.®

Christopher A. Schnell, Assistant Editor

4 Motion, October 23, 1851, LPAL; Jennifer L. Weber, Copperheads. The
Rise and Fall of Lincoln’s Opponents in the North (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2006), 48, 114, 29; Leonard S. Kenworthy, The Tall
Sycamore of the Wabash: Daniel Wblsey Voorhees (Boston: Bruce
Humphries, Inc., 1936).

5Wallace, Autobiography; Irving McKee, “ Ben-Hur” Wallace: The Life of
General Lew Wallace (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1947).
*Images on previous page from Lew Wallace, Lew Wallace: An
Autobiography, 2 vols. (NY: Harper & Brothers, 1906), 1, opp. 208);
Daniel Voorhees, Forty Years of Oratory, 2 vols. (Indianapolis: Bowen-
Merrill, 1898), opposite title page.
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How You Can Help:

» By advising project staff of known or reported Lincoln
documents in your locality. We are seeking copies of any
document, |etter, or contemporary printed account that relates
to Abraham Lincoln’s entire life, 1809-1865.

* By making a tax-deductible donation to the Papers of
Abraham Lincoln in support of the project. Such giftsprovide
crucial support in furtherance of the project’s objectives.

This project has been supported by grants from the National
Endowment for the Humanities, an independent federal agency, and the
National Historical Publications and Records Commission.




