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“a great honor and a great labor” A. Lincoln, October 26, 1863

RESEARCH BEGINS AT NATIONAL ARCHIVES BUILDING

I n October, the Papers of Abraham Lincoln began one of
itsmost challenging research tasks—searching through the
records at the National Archives Building in downtown
Washington, D.C. (Archivesl, below) for documentswritten
or signed by
and written to
Abraham
i Lincoln. The
project expects
to locate tens
of thousandsof
documents in
thevoluminous
records of the
War and Navy Departments, military records, and the
records of the United States Congress, aswell assmaller

collectionsof recordsfor the United States Supreme Court,
thegovernment of the District of Columbia, and other parts
of thefederal government. Archives| housesfifty-three
record groups that researchers must examine. Veteran
researcher David Gerleman and new editorial staff member
Daniel Worthington are conducting the initial phase of
researchat Archivesl.

Since June 2006, researchershave been examining
the records of the State, Interior, Treasury, and Justice
Departments housed i n twenty-seven record groups at the
National Archives building in College Park, Maryland
(Archivesll). Ed Bradley, who beganthesearch at Archives
I, continues to lead the effort there, joined by new
researchersAndrew Roling and Chandler Lighty. Whenthey
completethe search for documentsat Archivesl|, they will
join Gerleman and Worthington at Archivesl.

PROMOTIONS AND NEW STAFF FOR D.C. AREA

uring the summer, both Dr. A JAisaritheand Dr. David
Gerleman were promoted from Research Associates
to Assistant Editorswith the Papers of Abraham Lincoln.
Aidaritheisworkingwiththestaff of theLibrary of Congress
to prepare high-resolution color digital imagesof morethan
22,000 documents within the project’s scope there.
Gerleman hasbeen searching for documentsat theNational
Archivesin College Park, Maryland, and recently began
research at the National ArchivesBuildinginWashington,
D.C. Inaddition, Dr. Ed Bradley, who helped to inaugurate
the search for documentsat the Nationa Archivesin College
Park, wastransferred from atemporary visiting positionto
apermanent position asAssistant Editor with the project.
Thanksto agenerousgrant fromthe Shelby Cullom
Davisfamily, the Papersof Abraham Lincoln hasa so been
ableto expand substantialy itsstaff at work in\Washington,
D.C.Assstant Editor Daniel E. Worthingtonisconducting
research with David Gerleman at the National Archivesin

downtown Washington. Research AssociatesAndrew Roling
and S. Chandler Lighty havejoined Bradley in College Park
to completethe search for documentsamong theremaining
record groupsthere.

Daniel Worthington earned hisB.S.and M.A..in
History at Middle Tennessee State University in
Murfreesboro and his Ph.D. in American History at the
Univergty of Illinoisat Urbana-Champaign (UIUC). While
at UIUC, Worthington wroteahistory of the University of
IlinoisGraduate College, in addition to hisdissertation on
war-related research at American universitiesduring World
War |. For 13 years, heworked at HarpWeek, rising from
the position of indexer to that of managing editor.

Andrew Roling earned hisB.A. inHistory from St.
Ambrose University in Davenport, lowa, and hisM.A. in
American History from Eastern Illinois University in
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Charleston. Sinceearning hisgraduate degree, Andrew has
taught at community collegesinthequad citiesarea

S. Chandler Lighty earned hisB.A. inHistory from
Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais, llinois, and his
M.A.inAmerican Higory from Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio. Sincehisgraduation, Lighty hasworked for the Papers
of Lew and Susan Wallaceand taught & acommunity college
in Lafayette, Indiana. Morerecently, he hasworked at the
IndianaHistorica Bureauin Indianagpolis.

Thenew staff began work in October. Roling and
Lighty joined Bradley at Archives Il in College Park,
Maryland, to complete the search of the remaining record
groups and series there. Worthington joined Research
Associate David Gerleman at Archives | in downtown
Washington.

PROJECT AND STAFF NEWS

he project has continued to digitize Lincoln documents

in private collectionsand repositories. Guy Fraker of
Bloomington, IL, brought three documentsto our officesin
Springfield for scanning. The project thanks Fraker andis
appreciative of hislong-time support. Mary Jo Nead of
Cincinnati, OH, also visted Springfield, bringing her Lincoln
document with her for scanning.

Edward Bomsey of Annandale, VA, gave editors
accessto hisdocument, and the project isgrateful . Dozens
of private collectors have been graciousin notifying the
project of their Lincoln documentsand allowing digitization
of them. Wearea so dwaysappreciativeof auctiongalleries
and manuscript ded erswho keep usinformed about Lincoln
documentsthat comeavailable. Special thanksto Rebecca
Weissof SwannAuction Galleriesin New York, NY, for
providing an image of a commission offered for sale in
September.

In September, Director/Editor Daniel Stowd | visited
several repositoriesin Indianapolisand obtained images of
their Lincoln documents. The project appreciates the
assistance of Mark VVopelak at the Indiana State Library;
StateArchivist Jm Corridan, Alan F. January, and Michael
Vetman at the Indiana StateArchives; and Jennifer E. Capps
at the President Benjamin Harrison Home. Among the
interesting documents at these repositories are a series of
telegramsexchanged between President Lincolnand Indiana
governor Oliver P. Morton, and the commission of future
president Benjamin Harrison asabrigadier genera, signed
by Abraham LincolninMarch 1865.

In October, Associate Director John Luptontraveled
to Ohio and New York and scanned 86 documentsin ten
repositories and private collections. The project thanks

Andrew Roling, Chandler Lighty, & Daniel Worthington

Elizabeth Butler and Janet Stuckey at the Specia Collections
Department at Miami University at Oxford, OH; James
O’ Brien at the McClurg Museum in Westfield, NY; Dr.
Ronald Patkus and Dean Rogers at Vassar College in
Poughkeepsie, NY; Bradford Kendall, Bryan Cranna, Andee
Fountain, and Sue Marino at the Dutchess County clerk’s
officein Poughkeepsie, NY; Elizabeth Call and Chela Scott
Webdter at the Brooklyn Historica Society in Brooklyn, NY;
BrianD. Caplan of New York City; Arthur Tdlanksy of Great
Neck, NY, and Kaman Taansky of Floral Park, NY; Brian
Knight at Hildenein Manchester, VT; Susan Lintelmann,
Deborah McKeon-Pogue, and Casey Madrick at theU.S.
Military Academy Library Specid Collectionsin\West Point,
NY; and Gary Hood at the U. S. Military Academy Museum
also at West Point.

In October, Danid Stowel | travel ed to Washington,
DC, totrain new staff at the Nationa Archives. Duringthe
trip, heasovisited Stratford Hall Plantation, the birthplace
of Robert E. Lee, to scan atelegram from Andrew Johnson
and othersto Abraham Lincoln with an endorsement by
Abraham Lincoln. The project thanks Judith S. Hynson for
her assistance. While attending aconference at the Filson
Historical Society inLouisville, KY, Stowell also scanned
two documentsthat had been on loan when another team
visited therein 2006. Thanksto Glenn Crothersand Jim
Holmberg at the Filson for their assistance.

In December, Daniel Stowell and John Lupton
visited four repositoriesin Napervilleand Chicago, IL, to
locate and scan images. The project appreciates the
assistanceof Emily Prather at North Central College, Glenn
E. Humphreysat the Chicago Public Library, KathrynA.
Young a LoyolaUnivergty of Chicago, and Danid Weinberg
at the Abraham Lincoln Book Shop. Project editors had
previoudy scanned severa dozen documentsat theAbraham
Lincoln Book Shop. Onthistrip, Stowel | scanned two more
documents, acquired sincethelast visit six monthsago.

Inthe past severa months, the project has obtained
imagesfrom several repositories, including the Kentucky




Historical Society, the New York State Archives, and the
Archivesof Michigan. The staff of the Papersof Abraham
Lincoln appreciatesthe ass stance of LynneHollingsworth
and Charlene Smithin Kentucky, Kathleen Roeand Monica
Gray in New York, and Mark E. Harvey and Julie K.
MeyerleinMichigan.

TheGilcreaseMuseuminTulsa, OK, and Texas Tech
University in Lubbock, have aso provided imagesof their
Lincoln documents. Special thanksto April Miller at the
Gilcrease Museum and James Brink and Bruce Cammack
at the Specia CollectionsLibrary at Texas Tech.

hisquarter, staff members have been busy attending
historica conferencesand making paper presentations.

In October, John Lupton attended the annual
Association for Documentary Editing conferencein Tucson,
Arizona. Lupton servesasthe organization’streasurer andis
involved with the association’s plans to hold the 2009
conferencein Springfidd, l1linois, to celebratethe bicentennid
of Abraham Lincoln’shirth.

Assistant Editor Christopher Schnell presented
“Lincolnandthe Kentuckians: Placing AbrahamLincolnin
Context with Lawyersand Clientsfrom hisNative State” at
the Sdlmon P. Chase Collegeof Law, “Lincoln: TheLawyer,”
Symposium, Covington, Kentucky, on October 4.

On October 20, Assistant Editor Stacy McDermott
talked with agroup at theUniversity of Illinoisin Urbana as
part of aseriesentitled “Livingwith Lincoln.” Shewasone
of sx presenters, al holding I1linoisPh.D.s, who talked about
theirwork inLincolnstudies.

On October 24 and 25,
Daniel Stowell, Assistant Editor A J
Aiséirithe, and Assistant Editor
David Gerleman atended“ Abraham
Lincoln and Jefferson Davis. Two
Visionsof America,” aconference
sponsored by the Filson Historical
Society inLouisville, Kentucky. All
three delivered papers at the
conference. Stowell presented
“Patronage asaWeapon: Abraham
Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, and the
Contest for Kentucky” ; Aiséirithe j
presented “German Americans,
Abraham Lincoln, and Civil War
Radicalism”; and Gerleman
presented “Men on Horseback:
Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis,
and the Equestrian Image of the
Commander-in-Chief.”

Panel of the* Lincoln thePrairieLawyer” Presentation
Mt. Vernon, IL, September 18, 2008
(fromlefttoright: Director Daniel Stowell; Jack C. Carey, President of thelllinois
State Bar Association; former I1linois Governor Jim Edgar; Associate Director John

L upton; and Assistant Editor Stacy McDermott.

Image courtesy of the lllinois State Bar Association, Springfield, IL.

On October 30 and 31, Stacy McDermott, Research
Asociate Kdley Clausing, Research Associate Erika Holst,
and Graduate Assi stant Robert Crosby presented papersat
the ConferenceonlllinoisHigtory in Springfield. McDermott
presented “Base Ballsand Ballots: The Nation's Pastime,
Politics, and NationalisminIllinoison the Eve of the Civil
War” and served asamoderator of asession about sex radicals
in Chicago. Holst's paper was entitled “* One of the Best
Women | Ever Knew': Abraham Lincoln and RebeccaK.
Pomeroy.” Clausing and Crosby were part of thesamepanel.
Clausing presented “ Abraham Lincolnand theMexican War,”
and Crosby presented “Wooing Mr. Lincoln: The Courtship
of Mr. Lincolninto the Republican Party and HisQuandary
of 1855.”

In December, Danid Stowe |l and John Lupton spoke
at aspecia session of thelllinois JudgesA ssociation meeting
inChicago. Stowell spokeabout Lincoln’sphilasophy of law
derived from speeches and correspondence. Lupton talked
about thequdlity of Lincoln’slegd writing. Sowe | and Lupton
aso participated inthefilming of two episodesof the Chicago
cableaccessprogram lllinoisLaw, inwhichthey discussed
the Lincoln-Douglasdebatesand Lincolnthelawyer.

John Lupton, Christopher Schnell, and ErikaHol st
wrote entriesfor The Political Lincoln: An Encyclopedia,
edited by Paul Finkelman and Martin J. Hershock
(Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2008). Luptonwrote“Circuit
Courts” and“Lincoln, Legal and Early Political Career.”
Schnell wrote*“Lincoln, Young Manhood to Eve of Political
Career,” and Holst wrote” Todd Family.”
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A DAILY CHRONOLOGY OF THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

TEACHING WITH THE LINCOLN LOG

hile The Lincoln Log: A Daily Chronology of the

Life of Abraham Lincoln (www.thelincolnlog.org)
is considered one the best reference sourcesfor Lincoln
scholars, it also hasgreat valueinthe classroom. | teach an
undergraduate history courseat the University of Richmond
on Abraham Lincoln’s life that requires my students to
interpret primary sources. The Lincoln Log provides an
essential meansfor my studentsto dojust that.

For their term paper my students sel ect aweek of
Lincoln’spresidency by first going to The Lincoln Log to
gainasenseof the eventsof theweek they are examining.
TheLincoln Log' sinvauableday-to-day listing of Lincoln's
recorded activitiesfeatureslinksto The Collected Works
of Abraham Lincoln that, with asimple click, allow my
students to read the actual documents for that date. In
addition, The Lincoln Log noteshow other primary sources,
suchasthediary of Secretary of Navy GideonWelles, reved
cluesabout Lincoln’sday. Further, with the Official Records
of theWar of the Rebellion aswell astheAbraham Lincoln
Papersat theLibrary of Congressnow availableonling, itis
relatively essy for sudentsto find documentsthat complement
those accessed through The Lincoln Log.

In additionto gaining asense of Lincoln’sday-to-
day activitiesfor their week, my students must combine
discussion of thoseeventsthat aresimilar or related. Indoing
sothey need toidentify aspectsof theweek that would have
beentypical for any president, those uniqueto Lincoln’s
presidency but not necessarily exceptiona, and those unique
to Lincoln’spresidency of critical importance. Finaly, they
must placetheir week’ seventsintheir full historical context
by making references to their textbook, David Herbert
Donad'sLincoln.

Asanindication of what my studentslearn, astudent
who recently wroteon July 10-16, 1864, began by observing

DONORS
he project acknowledges with deep appreciation the
generosity of the following contributors:

BruceC. Ladd Jr.
Lincoln Land Community College Elderhostel
John A. Lupton
Madison County Bar Association
PhotoAssist, Inc.
Daniel W. Stowell
WilliamL. Wheeler

that fromaCivil War perspectivethat week’shighlight was
Confederate General Jubal Early’s attempted raid on
Washington, D.C. WhileTheLincolnLog clearly indicated
how thisevent consumed much of Lincoln’sattention early
that week, the student discovered that oncetheraid’sthreat
diminished, Lincoln quickly returned to the more mundane
public and private activitiesthat took up much of histime:
thanking apair of tailorswho donated a suit to him after
obtaining hismeasurements, giving aninscribed book tothe
DakotaTerritorial Representative, and attending aMarine
band concert at the White House. By far the other historically
sgnificant event of theweek wasLincoln’scorrespondence
with New York Tribune editor Horace Greeley who
encouraged the President to meet with a Confederate
diplomatic party currently waiting in Canada. Further, as
adways, therewasthe cabinet, whosetwo mesetingsthisweek
focused on Early’sraid. Findly, astheweek drew toaclose,
the student noted that Lincoln’s correspondence largely
turned to thetopic of the upcoming el ectionin November.
TheLincoln Log clearly offersmy studentsawindow
not only for viewing thedaily activitiesof the 16" President,
but astarting point for identifying theinterrelationshipsand
context of theseactivities. Further, it reved sthedifficult task
al scholarsfacewhen trying to make senseof what surely is
avery complicated past.
Robert C. Kenzer
William Binford Vest Professor of History
University of Richmond

THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCURACY

IN TRANSCRIPTION

Occasi onaly, aparticular document remindstheeditors
of the Papersof Abraham Lincoln of theimportance of
getting the details correct. On a recent visit to Loyola
University of Chicago, Associate Editor John Luptonand |
scanned a telegram written by Abraham Lincoln. The
telegram, written shortly after the 1864 presidentia election
to lllinois State Auditor Jesse K. Dubois, acknowledges
DuBois srecent telegram and askshow the e ectionwent in
[linoisand whom the state €l ected to Congress.

Roy Bader and hiseditorid colleagueswho compiled
The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln had to rely for
their text of this telegram on a copy in the Presidential
Telegramsbook at theNationad ArchivesinWashington, DC.




In anote, Basler acknowledges that “Lincoln’s original
autograph telegram has been removed fromthefileand a
copy substituted.” Furthermore, “the date asgiven by the
copy isopentoquestion.” Lincoln'stelegramrefersto” Yours
of to-day,” but Basler reported that “No telegram of
November 15 from Dubois has been found.” Instead,
Bader’sresearchersfound atedlegram from Dubois, received
at 11 p.m. on November 14. Basler concluded, “1nview of
theimplication of Lincoln’stelegram, it would seem either
that the date of the copy isinerror or that Lincoln had not
seenDubois telegram of November 14.” Bader wascorrect;
thedateonthe copy iserroneous. Below arethetranscriptions
of thecopy andtheorigind:

Copy in National Archives:

Hon JK. Duboais,
Springfiddllls.

Yours of today asking that (530) five hundred and
thirty men may be assigned to the 32d. Illinois shall be
attended to.

You say “ State gonetwenty fivethousand.” Which
way did it go?How stand the membersof congressand the
other officers

Washn., Nov. 15, 1864.

A. LincoLn.?
Original at L oyola University of Chicago:
Time OfficeU. S. Military Telegraph,

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., Nov. 12, 1864.

Hon. J. K. Dubois
Soringfidd, llls.

Yoursof to-day, asking that 350 men may beassigned
tothe 334 1llinoisshall be attended to.

You say “ State gone over twentyfive thousand.”
Whichway didit go? How stand the membersof congress?
Wheat their names?

A.Lincolr?

In addition to mis-copying the date, theclerk also
changed“ 350 men” to “(530) five hundred and thirty men”
and associated them with the 32" rather than 33 lllinois
regiment. In addition, the copy failsto convey Lincoln’s
emphasisin underlining “way” and misreads or garbles
Lincoln’sfind ungrammatica question.

Rather than coming inexplicably after Dubois's
telegram of November 14, this telegram was sent on

November 12, in responseto onefrom Duboisearlier that
day. Dubois stelegram of November 14 provided Lincoln
with theinformation herequested in thistelegram. “ State
carried for Lincoln & the Union by upwards of thirty
thousand,” Duboistel egraphed, and hewent onto namethe
successful candidatesto Congressfromllinois®
With animageof Lincoln’shandwrittentelegram,
the editors of the Papers of Abraham Lincoln can correct
thiserror of chronology and provide amuch moreaccurate
transcription for use by scholars, students, and others
interested inany of theissuesaddressed inthisbrief telegram.
This document also serves as a reminder that poor
transcriptions, whether by awar department clerk in 1864
or an editor working today, confuse morethan they clarify
thehistorical record.
Daniel W. Stowell, Director/Editor

Notes:

! Roy P. Badler et al., eds., The Collected Works of AbrahamLincoln,
8vals. (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1953), 8:110.
(Textinteal indicatestext attributed to Abraham Lincoln).
2Abraham Lincoln to Jesse K. Dubois, 12 November 1864, Hal stead
Callection, Archivesand Special Collections, LoyolaUniversity of
Chicago.

3Jesse K. Duboisto Abraham Lincoln, 14 November 1864, Robert
Todd Lincoln Collection of Abraham Lincoln Papers, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN, BAR EXAMINER

tiscustomary for an attorney to display hiscredentials
prominently onanofficewal. Law diplomasfromHarvard
or Yaleattract particular attention. How many attorneys,
however, can claimthat Abraham Lincoln played akey role
intheir admissontothebar? The Papersof AbrahamLincoln
hasevidencethat linksLincolnto nineteen suchindividuals.
Documentsassociated with two futurelawyersshed light on
theearly daysof Ilinois sbar admission process.
OnJanuary 31, 1859, atriumphant Henry J. Atkins
wrotefrom Springfield, Illinais, to hisbrother Howard M.
Atkins, of Jacksonville, Illinois, andreported, “| havebecome
alawyer atlast!” Heexplained, “1 waslicensed to practice
law inall the Courtsof thisstatethisPM. by the Supreme
Court of llls. | passed athorough examination. . .beforethree
of thebest lawyersinlllinois...AbeLincoln, B[enjamin]. S.
Edwards, & M[ilton]. Hay & only missed onequestion &
that wasatrivid mistake. The committee complimented me
very highly and said it had been along time since astudent
had passed so good an examination beforethem.”? Lincoln
andtheother attorneysattested that Atkinswas* qudified to
practicelaw, and recommend that he belicensed.”3
Lincoln aso participated in the bar exam of Henry
S. Greene, whosestory isparticularly intriguing to scholars
insearch of long-lost Lincoln documents. Inan 1899 obitu-
ary for Greene, a Springfield newspaper recapped hislong
and distinguished career. The paper traced Greene'srise
from humbl e beginningswhen he emigrated with hiswid-
owed mother from Ireland to Canada, until hisdegth, which
o i prompted an ad-
mirer toremark, “He
was agreat lawyer
and one of the best
men that ever lived.
. | havenever met his
superior as a law-
- yer”
On January
19, 1860, attorney
Clifton H. Moore,
~ of Clinton, lllinois,
- wrotetoLincolnand
~ explained that
Greene had
completed more
than two years of
study with Moore
and another lawyer.
Moorewrote, “l am

Henry S. Greene
Image courtesy of E. R. Pritchard, ed., Illinois
of To-Day and Its Progressive Cities (Chicago:
First National Bank, 1897), 159.

satisfied that thereis something of him. | want to send him
downtoyou & you havehim put through’ Heisnot afraid
of arigid Examination please get atime set & writeyed
"me" say 4 or 5 daysbefore hand.”®
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Clifton H. Moore to Abraham Lincoln
January 19, 1860

Image courtesy of Robert Todd Lincoln Collection of Abraham Lincoln
Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Lincolnreceived Moore's|etter, asheendorsed the
envelopewith abrief file note, but hisresponseto Moore
has not surfaced. However, Greene'sobituary referenced
theletter’scontents. The obituary noted, “ Mr. Moorewrote
toMr. Lincolnthat young Greenewasready for examination,
and asked that he be notified when his presencewould be
required. Mr. Lincoln replied that theyoung man might come
to Springfield any day after thefollowing Tuesday, and that
he (Lincoln) ‘would get himthrough.” This|etter, after being
lost for over twenty years, isnow framed in Judge Greene's
office”®

Indeed, Greenewas prepared. On January 28, 1860,
Lincolnwrote, “We, the undersigned, report that we have
examined Mr. Henry S. Greeneand find himwell qualified
to practiceasan attorney and counsdlor at law. Wetherefore
recommend that he belicensed assuch.”” Lincoln, Lewis
W. Ross, and Orville H. Browning signed the note. When
thelocation of thisexaminers' report waslast documented




around 1900, George E. Walker, the son of Judge Pinckney
H. Walker, of Rushville, Illinois, ownedit, aswell asthose
for two other attorneys(including Atkins) 2

The whereabouts of Lincoln’sletter to Mooreis
unknown. In 1868, Greene moved to Springfield, wherehe
practiced law for over thirty years. During that time, hewas
associaed with severd firms. At thetimeof hisdeeth, Greene
partnered with J. OtisHumphrey inthefirm of Greeneand

Notes:

! MarthalL. Benner and Cullom Daviset al., eds., The Law Practice
of Abraham Lincoln: Complete Documentary Edition (Urbana:
University of lllinois Press, 2000); Howard F. Dyson, “Lincoln in
Rushville,” Transactions of the Illinois Sate Historical Society
(Springfield, IL: PhillipsBrothers, 1904), 224-25.

2Henry J. Atkinsto Howard M. Atkins, 31 January 1859, SC 2661,
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Springfield, IL.

3 Dyson, 224-25; Roy P. Basler et al., eds., The Collected Works of
AbrahamLincoln, 8 vols. (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University,
1953), 3:352.

Humphrey, which waslocated inthelllinoisNational Bank
Building onthecorner of Fifthand Washington streets.® Less
than ayear after Greene’ sadmissionto thebar, Lincolnwon
thepresidential eection. That fact, no doubt, added prestige
to Greene's“diploma’ and arguably put it on par with any
ivy-league-issued law degree.

Marilyn Mueller, Research Assistant

4*Judge H. S. Greene Dead,” Illinois State Journal (Springfield),
26 February 1899, 4:1.

5 Clifton H. Moore to Abraham Lincoln, 19 January 1860, Robert
Todd Lincoln Collection of Abraham Lincoln Papers, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

6“JudgeH. S. GreeneDead,” 4:2.

"Dyson, 225; Badler, 3:515.

8 Dyson, 224.

® “Judge H. S. Greene Dead,” 4:1-2; Springfield City Directory
1898, Volume 1 (Springfield, IL: R. L. Polk & Co., 1898), 8, 235.

BAD TIMING FOR A DEPOSITION

y thelate 1850s, Abraham Lincoln waswell known

acrossthecountry paliticaly. Hea soenjoyed anationd
reputation asalawyer, corresponding with fellow attorneys
along the east coast regarding debt claimsagainst I1linois
residents. In one such exchange,
attorneys from Poughkeepsie,
New York, asked Lincolntoassist
themwith acasein New York by
taking the deposition of awitness
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bedirected to Abraham Lincoln Esg. Counsdllor at Law, of
the City of Springfield. .. to examine on oath upon
interrogatories to be annexed to the said commission,
Ebenezer Stevensof Sweet Water, in Menard County, Sate
of lllinais, farmer, onthepart of the

e | said Defendant, & that the Plaintiff
inthisaction haveleavetojoinin
the said Commission & that the
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DutchessCounty, New York, over
adebt. Van Nostrand' sattorneys,
WilliamWilkinson and Joseph H.
Jackson of Poughkeepsie, needed
thetestimony of Ebenezer Stevens
of Menard County, lllinois.
Wilkinson had met Lincolnduring
arecent visit to Springfield and
recommended to the court in
February 1860 that Lincol ntake Stevens sdeposition. Homer
Nelson, the opposing attorney and a Stephen Douglas
supporter, agreed that Lincoln, then aRepublican candidate
for the presidentia nomination, should takethe deposition.
Thecourt “ordered that acommissionissueinthisaction, to
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Part of an order directing Abraham Lincoln to

serve as acommissioner.

Image courtesy of Dutchess County Clerk’s Office,
Poughkeepsie, New York.

i Thetiming was not good
~ forLincoln. Hemay havereceived
" the letter before he left for New
. York City to deliver his Cooper
' Unionaddress, but hedid not have
timeto obtainthedepogtion. While
in New York, Lincoln received
another letter from Wilkinson, who
had read in the newspaper that
Lincolnwasgiving aspeech there. Wilkinson noted that he
had sent acommissionto Lincolnin Springfield and hoped
that it could bereturned to Poughkegpseby March 9. Lincoln

J&(ﬁ Q/f.f.,//

iq\fmp R
"—_'mr-z’uj'[w_ &

Continued on page 8 ...




would not be ableto return thecommissionintime because
after his Cooper Union speech, he began atour of several
New England statesand did not return to Springfield until
March 14.2 On March 15, Lincoln wrote to Wilkinson,
probably apologizing for being unableto take Stevens's
depostion. Lincolninquired if Wilkinson still wanted Lincoln
to takethe deposition and suggested that Wilkinson writeto
Stevens so that he was aware of Lincoln’s availability.
Wilkinson responded that he did want Lincoln to takethe
deposition and that hewould writeto Stevens, asLincoln
suggested.®

Wilkinson and Jackson were ableto postponethe
case because of the absence of Stevens' stestimony. The
Supreme Court of Dutchess County issued a second
commission to Lincoln on May 23, 1860. However, the
timing, onceagain, wasnot good for Lincoln. A week earlier,
the Republican Convention met in Chicago and nominated

Notes:

William Wilkinson to Abraham Lincoln, 18 February 1860, Robert
Todd Lincoln Collection of Abraham Lincoln Papers, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC; Order, 14 February 1860, Houghtaling
v. Van Nostrand casefile, box 60, Dutchess County Clerk’s Office,
Dutchess County Court House, Poughkeepsie, NY.

2Harold Holzer, Lincoln at Cooper Union: The Speech that Made
AbrahamLincoln President (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2004).

3Lincoln’sletter to Wilkinson of March 15, 1860, isnot extant, but
Jackson referred to it in hisletter to Lincoln of March 19. William

Lincolnto betheir candidate for president of the United
States. For the next severa weeks, Lincoln answvered | etters
of congratul ations, wrote an autobiographical sketch, and
responded to admirersasking for hisautograph. In June,
Lincoln resumed hislaw practicein the federal court in
Springfield, handling afew cases. After this court term,
Lincoln suspended his law practice and focused on his
candidacy.

There was no further correspondence between
Wilkinson and Lincoln, and Lincoln wasnever abletotake
Stevens's deposition. In July 1860, the case between
Houghtaling and Van Nostrand concluded when the court
ruled for Houghtaling and awarded $878.37 in damages,
court costs, and interest.*
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Wilkinsonto Abraham Lincoln, 25 February 1860; Joseph H. Jackson
toAbraham Lincoln, 19 March 1860; William WilkinsontoAbraham
Lincoln, 29 March 1860, al in Robert Todd Lincoln Collection of
Abraham Lincoln Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.
4Qrder, 23 May 1860, Houghtaling v. Van Nostrand case file, box
92; Satisfaction of Judgment, 23 July 1860, Houghtaling v. Van
Nostrand casefile, box 60, both in Dutchess County Clerk’s Office,
Dutchess County Court House, Poughkeepsie, NY.
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